
Environmental Aesthetics Displayed through God’s Purpose and Elevation 

of Nature through Biblical Images. 

 

1Ms Susmi Mariam Varghese, 2 *Dr.K .Deepa 

1 Assistant Professor, Department of Science and Humanities, 

Nehru Institute of Engineering &Technology, Coimbatore 

2 Assistant Professor, Department of English 

Sri Visalakshi College for Women,  Udumalpet 

1susmidbtech@gmail.com 

2deepaenglit1@gmail.com 

 

 

Abstract 

 

When we go through the glorious splendor of all time’s universal literature, The Bible, The 

Lord has illustrated various truths and morals by using natural elements. The immediate 

surroundings of characters and landscape are exploited in a precise manner to unravel the 

eternal reality. As we circumnavigate the books of both the testaments we get a glimpse of 

God’s love being expressed through the image of a lamb in the hand of shepherd who loves 

and cares it splendidly. 

All the parables of Jesus Christ either render natural resources or man within the framework 

of his surroundings or some aesthetical qualities that represent real complex life issues. 

God’s aesthetics is well drawn   and   felt in all the elements in the environment and we take 

it as the raw materials for the formation of our literary products. Environmental elements 

and organisms display aesthetic splendor and when they are taken as the framework   of 

literature, they engender moral evaluations and reflections. 

The Bible promises us that we will be blessed if we honor the role of being careful managers 

of God’s creation but will suffer if we disobey this command. Aesthetic appreciation of nature 

was brought into scripture by various authors who lived across the globe spread in different 

time frames. God’s immense knowledge can be explored through nature and knowing his 

creations leads us to rediscover God. 

Keywords: Environmental elements, rediscover, display, natural resources, framework, 

universal, evaluations, reality, aesthetics, surroundings, scripture.
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Universal framework of creation 

 

We like to create new designs, new patterns, new trends, new styles, new 

frameworks, new backgrounds…why? Man is endowed with spontaneous 

capability of forming, producing, manufacturing, designing, framing, building and 

of course creating. We prefer new fashions, new tastes, and new dimensions.  Isn’t   

it because we are entirely different from the world of beasts and creatures of the 

earth in terms of creativity and innovations? We are the real masters or are made 

as masters or have become masters because of this unique quality and ability in us.  

As literary artists we draw our settings for the genre we choose   and   develop   

characters, situations, dialogues, feelings, and the story is carried over by us to its 

climax and we make the undertones. Who is the real artist or the universal artist 

who frames our fate and destination?  We are His characters and as Shakespeare 

stated the world is our   stage and as players we ought to enact. As the Creator, He 

moulds and He mends us through various life stages and plights. His aesthetics is 

well drawn   and   felt in all the elements in the environment and we take it as the 

raw materials for the formation of our literary products. Environmental elements 

and organisms display aesthetic splendor and when they are taken as the 

framework   of literature, they engender moral evaluations and reflections.  

There is an owner for this entire universe with its majestic appeal. Nature is owned 

by her master-builder. All elements have an inherent value to the Lord Almighty 

and the rights of existence and sustenance are acceptable.  Ethics and aesthetics 

can be linked, as aesthetic appreciation provides moral judgments and life values. 

 

All the creatures in the ecology are interconnected and interdependent including 

humanity. [3]Anthropocentrism-Nature was created for the benefit and pleasure 

of humanity. The world is viewed in terms of how it can serve human needs. 

Biocentrism-This is the basis for modern environmental ethic. Nature is at the 

center and humans are part of Nature. [3]Theocentrism – God is at center with 

humans having a special set of responsibilities and obligations unique in creation.  

Humans are at the top of Creation but are still a part of Creation. Creation   will 

survive without humans but we cannot survive without it. (Psalm 104:14-15).All 

things are directed towards God. There is harmony and beauty in the diversity of 

things that reflect God’s goodness. All of the Creation is interconnected so nothing 

in nature is unneeded and nothing live entirely for itself. Psalm 145:9- God loves 

all of his creation. I like to include ‘Compassionate Conservatism’ that states we 

are responsible to preserve and protect the nature. It checks our power to spoil and 

Tierärztliche Praxis

ISSN: 0303-6286

Vol 42, Issue 5, 2022

2



abuse nature. We are the stewards or caretakers of creatures around us and we 

need to act on behalf of nature. [3] 

 

 After the Deluge God promised “I will never again curse the ground because of 

man...and never again will I destroy every living thing as I have done.” (Gen. 8: 

21). [4]He assigns humanity to continue to take care and sustain the nature but will 

suffer if it is violated. 

 

 

Universal framework of literature 

 

When we go through the glorious splendor of all time’s universal literature, The 

Bible, The Lord has illustrated various truths and morals by using natural 

elements. Environment and landscape are exploited in an exquisite   manner to 

unravel the eternal reality. As we circumnavigate the books of both the testaments 

we get a glimpse of connectivity to nature. 

Jesus’ parables are memorable stories, often with imagery and all teach a lesson in 

our daily lives. His parables include tares, growing seed, sower, hidden treasure, 

lost sheep, mustard seed, budding fig tree, the sheep and the goats, the lamp under 

a bushel, new wine into old wineskins etc. God’s immense knowledge can be 

explored through nature and knowing his creations leads us to rediscover God. 

 

The book of Revelation, Daniel, and Zechariah explore immense images that were 

drawn from nature and delineated through animals and other elements.  Horses, 

goats, leopards, eagles, doves, sheep, bulls were showed in various animal images 

that addressed real life concerns. [8] 

 

We feel strange to read about a dragon, beasts, and a lamb that appear in 

Revelation 13:1-18 and the horse imagery in Zechariah 1:7-11, 6:1-8 ; four beasts 

representing four empires in Daniel 7:15-28 but  they demonstrate God’s order and 

plan of execution.  In   the book of Revelation, we are told about the ecstatic 

splendor and immense sources that one can enjoy in the New Jerusalem. The 

aesthetical presentation and interpretation know no bounds. Nobody can 

completely fathom the beauty of stones and mansions that are represented through 

the heavenly images. [8] 

 

Job 14:7-9 [4] 
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7 “At least there is hope for a tree: 

    If it is cut down, it will sprout again, 

    and its new shoots will not fail. 
8 Its roots may grow old in the ground 

    and its stump die in the soil, 
9 yet at the scent of water it will bud 

    and put forth shoots like a plant. 

 

This is simile   that tells about the spiritual renaissance of a man of God. Though 

he might be frustrated by pressures he will be enlivened by His grace. The life of 

Job unravels God’s greatness and authority.  

Matthew 3:10   [4] 
10 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that  

  does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

This seems to be the most notable message that included admonishing. We need to 

be productive and yielding fruits otherwise it is good for nothing. 

 

. 

 

Psalm 92:12   [4] 

The righteous man will flourish like the palm tree, 

He will grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

We get the concept of a righteous man by comparing him with the fruitfulness of 

cedar and palm. 

 

Revelation 22:2    22:14   [4] 
2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the 

tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the 

leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations....14 “Blessed are those who 

wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go 

through the gates into the city. 

The heavenly elements are illustrated utilizing the images that can be found in the 

nature. The tree of life symbolizes the eternal life and the leaves stand for 

restoration. Washing the robes pictures   the purification   and sanctification. 

Judges 9: 9-16   [4] 

The incident included below implies the foolishness of the citizens of Shechem 

reminded by Jotham.  Jerub –Baal (Gideon) as the judge of Israel had fought and 

restored peace for   Israel  for forty years. But the citizens of Shechem chose 
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Abimelech and murdered seventy sons of Jerub –Baal and made Abimelech as 

king. Jotham among seventy sons escaped and he asked for justice to Shechem. 

One day the trees went out to anoint a king for them. They said to the olive tree, 

‘Be our king.’ 

9 “But the olive tree answered, ‘Should I give up my oil, by which both gods and 

humans are honored, to hold sway over the trees?’ 

10 “Next, the trees said to the fig tree, ‘Come and be our king.’ 

11 “But the fig tree replied, ‘Should I give up my fruit, so good and sweet, to hold 

sway over the trees?’ 

12 “Then the trees said to the vine, ‘Come and be our king.’ 

13 “But the vine answered, ‘Should I give up my wine, which cheers both gods 

and humans, to hold sway over the trees?’ 

14 “Finally all the trees said to the thornbush, ‘Come and be our king.’ 

15 “The thornbush said to the trees, ‘If you really want to anoint me king over you, 

come and take refuge in my shade; but if not, then let fire come out of the 

thornbush and consume the cedars of Lebanon!’ 

16 “Have you acted honorably and in good faith by making 

 

             In his hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind. 

God’s hand and power is understood by the way the nature is and going to be. 

 

. 

 

Psalm 148:7-10   [4] 
7 Praise the LORD from the earth, 

    you great sea creatures and all ocean depths, 
8 lightning and hail, snow and clouds, 

    stormy winds that do his bidding, 
9 you mountains and all hills, 

    fruit trees and all cedars, 
10 wild animals and all cattle, 

    small creatures and flying birds. 
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Even   the creatures and elements and all segments are called for or urged to utter 

praise and worship. They are urged to be joyful. 

     

Jude 12   [4] 
12 These people are blemishes at your love feasts, eating with you without the 

slightest qualm—shepherds who feed only themselves. They are clouds without 

rain, blown along by the wind; autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted—twice 

dead. 

This description is about wicked people at the end times. How emphatically and 

effectively the images that found in   nature are being exploited here. 

                                                         Isaiah 1: 30, 31  [4] 
30 You will be like an oak with fading leaves, 

    like a garden without water. 
31 The mighty man will become tinder 

    and his work a spark; 

both will burn together, 

    with no one to quench the fire.” 

 

In the beginning   the Lord provided everything to   man and he was put in the 

Garden of Eden with his companion Eve. We know there were Tree of Everlasting 

Life and Tree of Wisdom.  

Adam ate the forbidden fruit and Christ crucified on a wooden cross in order to 

redeem the fallen mankind. We could see the New Jerusalem with sparkling river 

and trees on both sides that could give healing and recovery to all. Either as 

shepherds or as farmers Old Testament characters were closely associated with 

their surroundings.  God gave wisdom to third king of Israel, Solomon greater than 

any man of his time. (1 Kings 4) verse 33 says   “He described plant life, from 

the cedar of Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of walls. He also taught about      

animals and birds, reptiles and fish.” Solomon was an expert in nature, 

especially plants and animals. He spoke three thousand proverbs and his 

songs numbered a thousand and five. (1 Kings 4:30-34) 

 

Prophets utilized all types of creatures and natural elements to admonish 

common people and to illustrate God’s power and love. What makes the Bible 

“green” is that every word, phrase and paragraph that refers in any way to the 

created world if printed in green, you can flip through and hardly find a page 

without some words in green.  

“The trees of the hills… will clap their hands.” 

“The Word became flesh and lived among us.” 
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“In him (Christ) all things hold together.” 

“The creation itself will be set free from bondage.” 

“I heard every creature in heaven and on earth singing.” We are only stewards or 

trustees of God’s creation, and we aren’t to abuse or neglect it.”April 22 is Earth 

Day. [3]How important this Earth and its creatures are to God – and to us. As C. S. 

Lewis wrote, “God loves material things. He made them.” The earth is the Lord’s 

and all it contains, the world and those who dwell in it. (Psalm 24:1) the Lord God 

took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 

(Genesis 2:15) God is the ultimate owner of the natural world and He has 

delegated that responsibility to us. This opposes the Gnostic movement that 

believed God did not care for the material world. 

Zechariah 11:2   [4] 

2 Wail, you juniper, for the cedar has fallen; 

    the stately trees are ruined! 

Wail oaks of Bashan; 

    the dense forest has been cut down! 

 Job 41:1-8 (God answers Job by telling him that the leviathan is completely 

useless to him). God is teaching Job about human’s limits. The animals are used to 

give us humility. 

 

 Environments that are human‐created or human‐influenced can sometimes express 

morally relevant aesthetic qualities and when such environments are aesthetically 

appreciated such qualities may engender appropriate moral evaluations. 

 

Plato recognizes that some objects of aesthetic appreciation, most notably works of 

art, possess aesthetic qualities that have moral relevance and that given such 

qualities, certain moral evaluations follow. On the other hand, a   recent tradition 

holds that the aesthetic and the ethical are not connected   and they perceive   

aesthetics and ethics as two different realms. This view is associated with 

nineteenth‐century thinkers, such as Oscar Wilde, who held that the sphere of art 

and the sphere of ethics are absolutely distinct and separate. [3] 

 

 There lies a connection between these kinds of aesthetic appreciation of natural 

environments and their preservation and protection actually constitute a link 

between environmental aesthetics and environmental ethics. 
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